
Section 56022.  Academic Accommodation Plan (AAP). 
Each college shall generate an Academic Accommodation Plan (AAP) and maintain a record of the 
interactive process between each DSPS student and a DSPS certificated staff member regarding the 
academic adjustments, auxiliary aids, services and/or instruction necessary to provide the student equal 
access to the educational process, given the educational limitations resulting from the student’s 
disabilities. In addition, when a student is enrolled in educational assistance classes the AAP shall define 
measurable progress toward the goals of each class. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 67312, 70901 and 84850, Education Code. Reference: Sections 67310-
67312 and 84850, Education Code 

Implementation guideline 
The section was previously entitled “Student Education Contract.” 

As per the original intent of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the subsequent 2008 

amendments to the ADA, and as described in the Association on Higher Education And 

Disability (AHEAD) document “Supporting Accommodation Requests: Guidance on 

Documentation Practices, 2012”, there must be an individual “deliberative and collaborative 

process” on the part of the college with each student requesting academic adjustments, 

auxiliary aids services and/or instruction for their disabilities and the resulting educational 

limitations. 

The “deliberative and collaborative process” may be documented through standardized forms 

as described below in the “Documentation “ section, and/or through narrative notes describing 

the interaction(s) between certificated DSPS staff and the student. 

The Academic Accommodation Plan (AAP) may take different forms and have different titles at 

each college. The important factor is that there is a record of the academic adjustments, 

auxiliary aids services and/or instruction approved for each student.  There may be a single 

accommodation plan generated when the student first applies for DSPS services, which is then 

referred to while determining appropriate academic adjustments, auxiliary aids and services 

per class, per academic term.  Or there may be multiple accommodation plans, which list the 

academic adjustments, auxiliary aids services and/or instruction determined and documented 

for each class in each academic term.  Regardless of the format, the requirement is that there 

must be a record of the interactive process and the academic adjustments, auxiliary aids 

services and/or instruction that have been approved for the student for each class. 

http://www.ada.gov/2010_regs.htm
http://www.ada.gov/2010_regs.htm
http://www.ahead.org/learn/resources/documentation-guidance
http://www.ahead.org/learn/resources/documentation-guidance


Documentation 
An Academic Accommodation Plan may be in print, electronic, or other form.  There must be 

some indication of interaction between the student and the college, which may take the form 

of a signature on a paper form.  It may also be indicated through an electronic signature, an 

email, text or other electronic/digital communication which is identifiable as coming from the 

student.  

If the student is unable to sign due to the nature and/or severity of their disabling condition, a 

certificated DSPS staff member may sign on their behalf, with a notation that a signature 

cannot be obtained. 

There must be a record of academic adjustments, auxiliary aids, services and/or instruction 

approved for each term/semester the student has requested accommodations. 
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