
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT: DISABILITY CODING IN MIS 
 
QUESTION: Can two colleges in the same district code a student with two 
different disability categories in MIS? 

 
ANSWER: Yes. Two colleges in the same district can report two different primary 
disabilities, and two different secondary disabilities. The disability or disabilities 
reported have to do with the academic accommodations and/or services and/or 
instruction they receive from DSP&S. It is possible that given the different 
classes they take at two different colleges they will receive 
accommodations/assistance for two different disabilities, or that the primary and 
secondary disabilities are switched because of the different classes. 

 
For example, if a student has a learning disability and has a physical disability 
(for the example let's say they are in a wheelchair because of a spinal cord injury 
that caused paraplegia) then if they are taking math at one college and their 
learning disability is dyscalculia, the services they receive would be based on the 
primary or most presenting need for educational accommodations, which is the 
learning disability. They could also be counted at that college for a secondary 
disability of mobility impairment if they received some services related to that 
disability and had at least four service contacts during the year. At the second 
college they are not taking math or a course where their dyscalculia presents a 
need for accommodations, so the services they receive and the primary disability 
recorded is mobility impairment, assuming they needed services such as 
counseling and priority registration related to their mobility impairment. In this 
case they would only have a primary disability of mobility impairment and would 
have no secondary disability. 

 
The MIS fields don't record whether or not someone has a disability, they record 
whether or not someone asked for services/instruction based on their disability 
and the educational limitation it imposes. It is also possible that a student with a 
disability does not show up at one or both campuses in the DSP&S MIS data, 
because they do not need or request services. In the case of the second college 
the student in the example may need nothing else besides physical access to the 
classrooms, and if the classrooms are in fact accessible then they may feel no 
need for DSP&S.  
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