
ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 3 (1985)  
 
Under-representation of Disabled Students in Postsecondary Education  
WHEREAS, The Legislature recognizes that the composition of California 
society is becoming increasingly inclusive and heterogeneous; and  
WHEREAS, Every Californian, including those who are disabled, has the 
right to be fully recognized and included in the operation of our state and 
society and culture; and  
WHEREAS, It is the intent of the Legislature that all persons, regardless of 
their previous educational background, should have the opportunity to 
proceed as far as their abilities allow them in the completion of high-quality 
programs at the elementary, secondary, postsecondary, and graduate 
education levels; and  
WHEREAS The Legislature recognizes that disabled persons have 
historically been underrepresented at colleges and universities and 
consequently have been unprepared to fill highly skilled jobs to meet the 
challenges of California’s future economic and technological growth; and  
WHEREAS, The Legislature recognizes that equal educational 
opportunities for disabled persons will help enhance the education of all 
students and better prepare everyone for life together in a heterogeneous 
society; and  
WHEREAS, The Legislature recognizes that equal educational 
opportunities for all persons is a shared responsibility of educational 
institutions at all levels, requiring both the cooperative efforts of these 
institutions and comprehensive coordinating efforts of all existing school 
and campus resources; now, therefore, be it  
RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, THE 
SENATE THEREOF CONCURRING, That the Legislature hereby declares 
its particular concern regarding persons with disabilities and their historical 
under-representation in California postsecondary education; and be it 
further  
RESOLVED, That the state’s goals are as follows:  
(a) That the non-disabled-disabled composition of secondary school 
graduates eligible for admission to public four-year colleges, universities, 
and community colleges be similar to the non-disabled-disabled 
composition of secondary school graduates general.  
(b) That the non-disabled-disabled composition of students completing 
vocational technical programs or transferring from community colleges into 
four-year institutions be similar to the non-disabled-disabled composition of 
students entering community colleges.  
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(c) That the non-disabled-disabled composition of baccalaureate degree 
recipients from California colleges and universities be similar to the non-
disabled-disabled composition of secondary school graduates who are 
eligible for admission to a four-year educational institution; and be it further  
RESOLVED, That the California Postsecondary Education Commission 
shall convene a committee composed of representatives from the 
University of California, the California State University, the Board of 
Governors of the California Community Colleges, the Association of 
Independent Colleges and Universities, and the State Department of 
Education, with the cooperation of other appropriate state agencies, for the 
purpose of developing and adopting a plan to achieve these goals and to  
serve all disabled students who are able to profit from instruction and make  
reasonable academic progress. These representatives shall provide ample  
opportunity for all interested parties to present information and their 
opinions on the committee’s plan; and be it further  
RESOLVED, That this committee’s plan and its recommendations for 
action contain the following elements, with respect to disabled persons who 
are able to profit from instruction and make reasonable academic progress:  
(a) Ways of improving the academic preparation of disabled students in 
secondary schools, if under-preparation is a result of their disability. The 
State Department of Education shall present data on this issue.  
(b) Priorities for action to achieve the state’s goals, reasonable timelines to 
achieve the goals based on specific information from each segment about 
the extent of under-representation, the institution responsible therefore, and 
a long-term funding approach for programs serving postsecondary students 
which will reflect the actual costs of providing certain services and 
instruction which meet general criteria related to serving the particular 
needs of students with disabilities in each segment.  
(c) Specific recommendations for shared responsibility and cooperative, 
coordinated efforts by all secondary, postsecondary, and post-
baccalaureate institutions.  
(d) Description of comprehensive institutional efforts for coordinating 
existing school, campus resources, general academic programs, and 
general student services, to meet the educational needs of disabled 
students, and if necessary, recommendations to strengthen, expand or 
reorganize these efforts.  
(e) A mechanism to evaluate annually the progress by each segment in 
achieving the goals identified above, and provision for the transmittal of this 
evaluation to the Legislature.  
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(f) A means of collecting data from secondary schools, community colleges, 
and other sources in order to project the numbers of students with specific 
kinds of disabilities who are eligible for admission to colleges and 
universities in order to aid planning appropriate services for these students; 
and be it further  
RESOLVED, That an assessment of the implementation of the committee’s 
plan be systematically and formally reviewed on a triennial basis. This 
review will be conducted by a committee headed by the California 
Postsecondary Education Commission and composed of members 
representing the Department of Education, the California  
Community Colleges, California State University, and the University of 
California; and be it further  
RESOLVED, That this plan be submitted to the Legislature on or before 
December 3 1, 1986; and  
RESOLVED, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit a copy of this 
resolution to the Regents of the University of California, the Trustees of the 
California State University, the Board of Governors of the California 
Community Colleges, the Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities, the State Board of Education, the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, and the Director of the California Postsecondary Education 
Commission.  
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