
AB 77 Statute of 1976 
CHAPTER 275 
An act to amend Sections 17303.6, 17402, and 17407 of, to add Sections 
18151,25502.1, and 25506.5 to, and to repeal Section 18151 of, the Education 
Code, relating to community colleges, and declaring the urgency thereof, to take 
effect immediately. 
 
The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 
SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares that state programs of support 
for community college students with exceptional needs have developed over time 
in response to specific needs of identifiable groups. Consequently, there are at 
least seven separate state programs providing support to enable these 
individuals to attend community colleges. These programs were established 
independently and require separate accounting, auditing, and reporting 
procedures both at the institutional level and within the office of the Chancellor of 
the California Community Colleges. One effect of these duplicative accounting 
and reporting procedures is that much of the state support currently allocated by 
law for these students is not being effectively utilized. 
The Legislature finds and declares that community colleges provide a valuable 
educational and training resource for many individuals with exceptional needs, 
and that the existing funding structure of state support for these persons needs 
revision in order to provide them with appropriate educational opportunities within 
existing statutory support limitations. This act is intended to enhance 
opportunities within community colleges for handicapped students, but not to limit 
such students as to the type of postsecondary institution, if any, they attend. It is 
the further intent of the Legislature that individuals with exceptional needs shall 
be placed in regular education programs when special educational services are 
no longer required. 
 
SEC. 2. Section 17303.6 of the Education Code is amended to read: 17303.6. 
The amount transferred to Section B of the State School Fund pursuant to 
subdivisions (b) and (c) of Section 17301.1 shall be expended in accordance with 
the following schedule:  
(a) Two hundred eighty-nine dollars and seventy cents ($289.70) multiplied by 
the total average daily attendance credited to community college districts during 
the preceding fiscal year for basic aid and equalization aid to be apportioned to 
community college districts on account of average daily attendance. 
(b) Twelve dollars and nineteen cents ($12.19) multiplied by the average daily 
attendance during the preceding school year credited for purposes of state 
apportionments to all community college districts for the purpose of Article 12 
(commencing with Section 18151) of this chapter. 
 
SEC. 3. Section 17402 of the Education Code is amended to read: 17402. The 
Superintendent of Public Instruction shall on or before February 20th of each 
year apportion to each elementary school district, high school district, community 
college district, county school service fund, and county school tuition fund the 



total amounts allowed to them under Sections 6426, 17751, 17861, 17851,  
17901,17902,17904,17951,17952,18060,18062,18102,18102.2,18102.4, 
18102.6,18102.9,18151,18352,18355,18358,18401, and Sections 18451 to 
18456, inclusive, whichever are in effect. This apportionment shall be called the 
first principal apportionment. 
 
SEC. 4. Section 17407 of the Education Code is amended to read: 
17407. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall on or before June 25th of 
each year apportion to each elementary school district, high school district, 
community college district, county school service fund, and county school tuition 
fund the total amounts allowed to them under Sections 6426, 17751, 17801, 
17851, 17901, 17902, 17904, 17951, 17952, 18060, 18062, 18102, 18102.2, 
18102.4, 18102.6,18102.9,18151,18352,18355,18358,18401, and Sections 8451 
to 18456, inclusive, whichever are in effect. This apportionment shall be called 
the second principal apportionment. 
 
SEC. 5. Section 18151 of the Education Code is repealed. 
 
SEC. 6. Section 18151 is added to the Education Code, to read: 18151.  
(a) The Chancellor of the California Community Colleges shall apportion to each 
community college district for the purpose of funding the excess direct district 
cost of providing special facilities, special educational material, educational 
assistance, mobility assistance, transportation, and program developmental 
services for handicapped students enrolled at a community college as defined in 
Section 25506.5, who have demonstrated a need for such 
services, an amount not exceeding seven hundred eighty-five dollars ($785) in 
each fiscal year for each such handicapped student. 
(b) The Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges shall adopt 
rules and regulations for determining program and service components and 
appropriation of resources to community college districts pursuant to Section 
25506.5. Such rules and regulations shall be based upon guidelines, developed 
and approved by both the chancellor and the Director of Rehabilitation after 
public hearings, and shall be appropriate to the educational needs of 
handicapped students enrolled at a community college. 
The chancellor and the Director of Rehabilitation shall incorporate suggestions 
from other interested persons and organizations in the guidelines where feasible 
and appropriate. If the chancellor and the Director of Rehabilitation are unable to 
agree upon any portion or portions of the guidelines, each may submit guidelines 
to the board of governors, which may base the rules and regulations which it 
adopts on any combination of guidelines submitted. 
(c) Each community college district receiving an allowance under this section 
shall report to the chancellor on forms and at such times as he shall provide, all 
expenditures and incomes related to handicapped students for whom such 
allowances are made. If the chancellor determines that the current expense of 
educating such students does not equal or exceed the sum of basic state aid and 
state equalization aid provided in the regular community college foundation 



program per unit of average daily attendance, the allowance provided under this 
section and any amount of local tax funds contributed to the foundation program 
for each such handicapped student in average daily attendance in the district, 
then the amount of such deficiency shall be withheld from state apportionments 
to the district in the succeeding fiscal year in accordance with the procedure 
prescribed in Section 17414. 
(d) The chancellor and the Director of Rehabilitation shall review programs for 
handicapped students funded pursuant to this section and shall report, jointly or 
separately, their findings and recommendations to the Legislature not later than 
February 15, 1978. The report shall include recommendations relative to 
appropriate levels of support for programs and services for handicapped students 
and further improvements in funding procedures. 
(e) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the chancellor may, upon recommendation of 
the Director of Rehabilitation, allocate amounts up to twice the amount 
authorized in subdivision (a) to provide for excess costs of educational services 
for severely disabled students as defined pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 
25506.5; provided, however, that any allocations made pursuant to this 
subdivision (e) shall not result in an increase in the total amount of funds 
allocated pursuant to this section. Allocations in excess of seven hundred 
eighty-five dollars ($785) per student shall be provided only to programs 
identified by the chancellor and the Director of Rehabilitation in accordance with 
rules and regulations adopted pursuant to subdivision (b). 
(f) In the event that requests for apportionments exceed the amount of state 
funds statutorily available, the chancellor shall apportion the statutorily available 
funds among community college districts applying for such funds in accordance 
with guidelines established and approved by the chancellor and the Director of 
Rehabilitation pursuant to this section. State apportionments shall be made only 
to districts which certify that all appropriate federal and local funds available for 
programs for handicapped students are being utilized. 
(g) The chancellor’s office and the Department of Rehabilitation shall jointly 
develop guidelines governing expenditures relating to handicapped students to 
prevent duplication in state expenditures for such students. 
 
SEC. 7. Section 25502.1 is added to the Education Code, to read: 25502.1. 
Every community college district shall provide access to its services, classes, 
and programs without regard to race, religious creed, color, national origin, 
ancestry, handicap, or sex. 
 
SEC. 8. Section 25506.5 is added to the Education Code, to read: 25506.5.  
(a) The Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges shall adopt 
rules and regulations for determining program and service components and 
appropriation of resources to individual college districts -for the education of 
handicapped students. Such rules and regulations shall be based upon 
guidelines developed and approved by both the chancellor and the Director of 
Rehabilitation and shall be appropriate to the needs for education of 
handicapped students enrolled at a community college. 



(b) As used in this section, “handicapped students” are persons enrolled at a 
community college who cannot benefit from the regular educational program 
provided by the community college at which such students are enrolled, without 
special services and programs, because of a physical, communication, or 
learning disability as defined by the Director of Rehabilitation in cooperation with 
the Chancellor of the California Community Colleges, following public hearings. 
Such a disability shall be defined in a manner consistent with the definitions 
given in this subdivision. “Physical disability” means a disability attributable to a 
vision, mobility, orthopedic or other health impairment. “Communication disability” 
means a disability attributable to a speech or hearing impairment. “Learning 
disability’* means a disability attributable to a neurological, biochemical, or 
developmental impairment. 
(c) The Director of Rehabilitation shall also, after public hearings and consultation 
with the chancellor, define “severely disabled students” for purposes of funding 
the excess costs of such students as authorized by subdivision (e) of Section 
18131. 
 
SEC. 8.5. If rules and regulations have not been adopted and become effective 
pursuant to Section 18151 of the Education Code (as enacted by Section 6 of 
this act) by June 25,1976, the Chancellor of the California Community Colleges 
shall apportion from the funds available pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 
17303.6 of the Education Code in fiscal year 1975-76, amounts necessary to 
fund the excess direct costs of providing the facilities, material, assistance, and 
services referred to in Section 18151. 
 
SEC. 9. In lieu of the schedule of expenditures set forth in paragraphs (2), (3), 
(4), and (5) of subdivision (b) of Item 350.1 of the Budget Act of 1975 (Chapter 
176 of the Statutes of 1975)) the schedule of expenditures prescribed by 
subdivision (b) of Section 17303.6, as amended by this act, shall prevail, and 
shall govern the expenditure of funds from Section B of the State School Fund. 
This act is not intended and shall not be construed to supersede any portion of 
Item 350.1 of the Budget Act of 1975, except for paragraphs (2)) (3)) (4)) and (5) 
of subdivision (b) thereof. Paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Item 350.1 of the 
Budget Act of 1975 shall supersede subdivision (a) of Section 17303.6 of the 
Education Code, as amended by this act, for the remainder of the 1975-76 fiscal 
year. 
 
SEC. 9.5. In lieu of the schedule of expenditures set forth in paragraphs (2)) (3), 
(4)) and (5) of subdivision (b) of Item 366 of the Budget Act of 1976, the schedule 
of expenditures prescribed by sub-division (b) of Section 17303.6, as amended 
by this act, shall prevail, and shall govern the expenditure of funds from Section 
B of the State School Fund. This act is not intended, and shall not be construed, 
to supersede any portion of Item 366 of the Budget Act of 1976, except for 
paragraphs (2), (3), (4), and (5) of subdivision (b) thereof. Paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (b) of Item 366 of the Budget Act of 1976 shall supersede subdivision 



(a) of Section 17303.6 of the Education Code, as amended by this act, for the 
1976-77 fiscal year. 
 
SEC. 10. This act is an urgency statute necessary for the immediate preservation 
of the public peace, health or safety within the meaning of Article IV of the 
Constitution and shall go into immediate effect. The facts constituting such 
necessity are: In order that funds appropriated for handicapped students 
attending community college may be more effectively utilized for the 1975- 
76 school year, which commenced July 1, 1975, it is essential that this 
act go into effect immediately. 


